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A charming assortment of one-of-a-kind miniature boxes in a variety of shapes for all skill

levels.Julia S. Pretl offers crafters her original method for creating decorative beaded boxes and lids

in a wide range of surface designs and shapes. Working only with cylinder and seed beads, needle

and thread, crafters can create an impressive array of clever and colorful miniature containers. With

step-by-step illustrations and easy-to-follow word graphs and patterns, Pretl leads the reader

through the techniques for creating three-sided, five-sided, and six-sided rectangular, square, and

stacked boxes. Four-color photographs of each of the 12 designs introduce each set of instructions.

Detailed drawings illustrate the beading techniques.
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I am a self taught bead weaver. This includes the fact that I have never taken a class to teach me

any technique I've learned. I've read books, watched videos, read, and re-read instructions many,

many times. As you can guess, I catch on very quickly to new things, and am constantly looking for

something new to challenge my skill.This book did exactly that. I am not at all disappointed at this

purchase! It included a little bit of "old knowledge" I had gathered (peyote stitch) and combined it

with a completely new view on how to use this simple little stitch. (Now mind you, you DON'T

already have to know how to do peyote stitch, as Julia does a lovely job of explaining how-to with

pictures. However, it does help tremendously.) Julia includes both picture charts, and word maps to

help the beader. I have found that also being a knitter helps. The word map is my best friend. I can

simply read along with it no problem, and hardly ever look at the picture chart. This is simply all



preference though.So far, I have made 2 complete boxes, and am working on my third. The biggest

thing I can recommend, like most other people ahead of me have stated, you MUST read through

the instructions first. This isn't something you can just jump into. When I received my book, I took

almost a day and a half to completely read through everything, and re-read it if I didn't quite

understand it. Once you get going, it is very addictive.Also remember that if you have never made

anything like this before, don't be disgruntled about how your first box comes out. Think of it as trial

and error -- you're learning something new, and adapting to new techniques. Your first box will not

be perfect. Mine came out misshapen, missing beads, rounded corners, and with broken beads.

This is all normal.
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